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Philosophy of Education
I believe your quality of life is determined by the choices we make.  Sure, your life is influenced by your environment, heredity, and life experiences.  However, it is your choices that will determine the quality of your life.  It is never too late to change direction.  I know this not only from reading rags to riches stories but also from my own real life experiences.

Born and raised in New York, I lived in Brooklyn until I was fourteen years old.  Drugs and crime were the occupation of choice for many young men in my neighborhood, and with the poor attitude and behavior I exhibited, it was reasonable to assume I would be no different.  I was on a one-way track to nowhere.  Prison or death would be the eventual consequence for many of my friends from that time.  Without action or vision, you have no future.  Slowly, I began to make positive choices and started to create a positive vision of my own future, especially once I discovered how learning adds quality to one’s life.  My greatest accomplishment is changing from the person I was to the person I am today.  I am very fortunate to have done so.

Now that I am a teacher, I am determined to make a difference by helping others make better choices.  Currently, too many students are either dropping out or are unsuccessfully attending school.  Many have received so many “F” grades that they already consider themselves to be failures.  To them, the information being given is irrelevant and taught in a boring manner.  Most unfortunately, the students do not comprehend the many benefits from acquiring an education.

How can I help the students discover that learning will add quality to their lives?

I BELIEVE…

· The value of an education must be demonstrated to all students

· Basic needs of love, power, fun, and freedom must be met for all students

· Every student is capable of success

· Teachers should challenge all students; whether they are high achievers or “at risk”

· The curriculum must be interesting and taught through a variety of techniques

· Students must be taught that whatever their mind can conceive and believe they will achieve

· Students will perform to the teachers’ level of expectation

· Teachers are role models and must act accordingly

· Students should be treated with care and respect

· Order should be maintained through choices and consequences rather than coercion and punishment

· Teachers should ask questions not just give answers

· The children are more important than the curriculum

· Teachers make a difference
There is a story written anonymously which describes how I feel as a teacher. There is an old man walking on a beach.  He sees a young man picking up starfish stranded on the sand and throwing them back into the ocean.  The old man stops and asks the young man why he’s doing this.  The young man replied that the starfish would die if left out until the morning sun.  The old man said, “But the beach goes on for miles, there must be thousands of starfish.  How can you possibly make a difference?”  The young man said nothing, just picked up another starfish and threw it back into the ocean.  He turned to the man and politely said, “I made a difference to that one.”

I am proud to be a teacher. I do make a difference.


DAVID INEMER
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